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TERM I 
INTRODUCTION: 

SN CRITICAL CHANGES JUSTIFICATION 

Number bases

Working with Integers  

• 

• 

      3  

      4 

      5 Geometric construction skills 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

      6 Bearings 

• 
• 

• 

 
• 

 
• 

      7 
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The following learning 
outcomes have been removed 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 
9 Inequalities and Regions 

• 

10 Set Theory 
The following learning 
outcomes have been removed 

• 
• 
• 

• 
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TOPIC 1: WORKING WITH INTEGERS
COMPETENCY: Learners should be able to carry out calculations with 
positive and negative integers. 

Competencies 
Learners 
should be 
able to: 

Key concepts Teaching/lear
ning activities

Assessment strategy 
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a
b

≠
• 

• 
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stones…… 4 
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stones……
…..3 pairs 

stones…….5 
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Topic 2: BEARINGS 
COMPETENCEY: Learners should be able understand and use compass 
points, bearings and scale drawings. 

  

Competencies 
Learners should 
be able to: 

Key concepts 
Teaching/learning 
activities 

Assessment strategy 

Henry’s school is 4km 

from Henry’s home. 
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Topic 3: GEOMETRIC CONSTRUCTION SKILLS 
COMPETENCEY: Learners should be able understand and use the angle 
properties of lines and shapes to solve problems. 

 
  

Competencies 
Learners should be 
able to: 

Key concepts 
Teaching/learning 
activities 

Assessment 
strategy 
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TOPIC 4: SEQUENCE AND PATTERNS 
COMPETENCEY: Learners should be able to explore number patterns and 
sequences. 

 
  

Competencies 
Learners should 
be able to: 

Key concepts 
Teaching/learning 
activities 

Assessment strategy 
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PHYSICS 
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Introduction

CRITICAL CHANGES JUSTIFICATION
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PHYSICS: Term 1  
DETAILED ABRIDGED PHYSICS SYLLABUS FOR SENIOR TWO  

Topic 1: Nature of light; Reflection of light at plane 
surfaces

Topic/subtopic 
Learning  
outcomes  

 

Key 
Concepts 

Teaching/Learnin
g Activities 

Assessment 
Strategy 

 

 

 

 

Learners 
should be able 
to:

 

 

 

 

• 

• 
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TOPIC 2: Reflection of light at curved surfaces 

Topic/ 
subtopic

Learning  
outcomes  

 

Key Concepts
Teaching/ 
Learning 
Activities

Assessment 
Strategy

The learner 
should be able 
to: 

a. 

b. 

c. 
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TOPIC 3: Heat and Temperature 

 Topic/ subtopic

Learning  
outcomes  

 

• Key 
Concepts

 Teaching/ 
Learning 
Activities

 Assessment 
Strategy

 

 

 

 

 

 

The learner 
should be 
able to: 

 

 

 

• 

• 
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PHYSICS: Term 2 
Topic 4: Work, Energy and Power; Machines  

 Topic/ 
subtopic

Learning  
outcomes  

 

Key Concepts
Teaching/ 
Learning 
Activities

• Assessment 
Strategy

 

 

 

 

The learner 
should be 
able to: 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

 

TOPIC 5: Pressure in solids and fluids; sinking and 
floating 

 Topic/ 
subtopic

Learning  
outcomes  

 

• Key 
Concepts

 Teaching/ 
Learning 
Activities

 Assessment 
Strategy

 

 

 

ρ
 

 

The learner 
should be 
able to: 

 

 

• 

• 
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𝑝𝑝𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 =
𝑓𝑓𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜
𝑎𝑎𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑎𝑎

 

d. 

 
e. 

ρ

• 
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derivati
on of the 
equation 
not 
required
 

f. 

 
g. 

 
h. 

 
i. 
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j. 

 
k. 

 
l. 

 
 

  



51

THE NATIONAL SECONDARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

PHYSICS: Term 3 
TOPIC 6: Mechanical properties of matter 

 Topic/ 
subtopi
c

Learning  
outcomes  

 

Key 
Concepts

 Teaching/ 
Learning 
Activities

• Assessment 
Strategy

 

 

 
’s law

 

The learner 
should be able 
to: 

 

 

 

 

 • brittle 
 •
 • strong  
 • hard  
 • 

 • flexible  
 • elastic
 

• 

• 
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 •  relate 

 •  identify 

 •  explain, 
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Topic 7: The Solar System 

 Topic/ 
subtopic

Learning  
outcomes  

 

• Key 
Concepts

 Teaching/ 
Learning 
Activities

• Assessment 
Strategy
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The learner 
should be 
able to: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

• 
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e. 

f. 

g. 

 

 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 
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BIOLOGY 
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SENIOR TWO BIOLOGY - ABRIDGED CURRICULUM 

Introduction  

and processes other than those in mammals). It is assumed that “Introduction 
to Biology” was covered during the time before the lockdown. It is hoped that

The teacher’s and learners are encouraged to make reference to the Biology 
at can be accessed on the center’s website 

www.ncdc.go.ug

KEY CHANGES JUSTIFICATION
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Detailed Syllabus 

Topic 1 : Cells (10 periods) 
Learning 

outcomes 
Suggested learning 

activities Sample assessment strategy 
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d. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• Evaluate quality of learners’

Topic 2: Five Kingdom System of Living Organisms 
(15 periods) 
 

 Learning outcomes Suggested learning activities 
Sample assessment 

strategy
 

 

  

 Listen to learners’ 
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Topic 3 : Insects (08 periods) 
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 Learning outcomes Suggested learning 
activities 

Sample assessment strategy 

 

 

 

•

•

•

•

•

•

 

 Listen to pairs’ conversations 
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•

•

 

 

 
 

• 

• 

 

 Listen to pairs’

 Monitor individuals’ and 
groups’ contributions to whole 
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• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

 

 

 

 

Topic 4: PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL PROPERTIES OF SOIL (12 periods) 

Learning outcomes Suggested learning 
activities Sample assessment strategy 
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–

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

 

 

 

 

 

 Listen to pairs’ discussions and 
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Topic 5: SOIL EROSION AND CONSERVATION: CAUSES, EFFECTS, AND 

PREVENTION (10 periods) 
 

Learning outcomes Suggested learning 
activities Sample assessment strategy 

 

 

 

 

 

 
learner’

 

 

 Listen to pairs’ conversations 
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- 

- 

- 
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75

THE NATIONAL SECONDARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

Topic 6: NUTRITION TYPES AND NUTRIENT COMPOUNDS 
(06 periods)

Learning outcomes Suggested learning 
activities Sample assessment strategy 

 

 

 

individual’s 

 

•

• 

- 

‘balanced diet’ 

 

 Listen to pairs’ discussions and 
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- 

• 
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Topic 7: NUTRITION IN GREEN PLANTS (08 periods) 
 

Learning outcomes 
Suggested learning 

activities Sample assessment strategy 

 

 

 

 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 
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• 

 
 
 
 
 
Topic 8: NUTRITION IN MAMMALS (11 periods) 
 

Learning outcomes 
Suggested learning 

activities Sample assessment strategy 

 • • 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

Topic 9: TRANSPORT IN PLANTS (13 periods) 

Learning outcomes Suggested learning 
activities Sample assessment strategy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 

• 

• 
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Topic 10: TRANSPORT IN ANIMALS (14 periods) 
 

Learning outcomes 
Suggested learning 

activities Sample assessment strategy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 
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CHEMISTRY 
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SENIOR 2 CHEMISTRY ABRIDGED CURRICULUM  

Introduction  

 

Some of the critical changes include the following: 

S/N Change Justification  
–
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TERM 1 
TOPIC 1: EXPERIMENTAL CHEMISTRY (12 PERIODS) 
 

Competency: 

LEARNING 
OUTCOMES

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES 

SAMPLE 
ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGY 

The learner 
should be able to: 

a. 

b. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



94

THE NATIONAL SECONDARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

c. 

e. 

f. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

learners’ 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 
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TOPIC 2: STATES AND CHANGES OF STATES OF MATTER 
(16 PERIODS) 

 

LEARNING 
OUTCOMES

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGY 

a. 

b. 

c. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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d. 

e. 

f. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

learners’ 

• 

• 
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g. 

h. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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TOPIC 3:  MIXTURES, ELEMENTS AND COMPOUNDS (20 
PERIODS) 

 
Competency: 

LEARNING 
OUTCOMES SUGGESTED LEARNING 

ACTIVITIES 
SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGY 

a. 

b. 

c. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• learners’

• 

• 

• 

and gauge learners’ 
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• 

• 

• 

gauge learners’ 

• 
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• 

• 

• 
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TERM 2 
TOPIC 4:  AIR AND WATER (16 PERIODS) 
 

Competency

Learning outcomes 
The learner will be 
able to: 

Suggested learning 
activities  

Sample assessment 
strategy 
 

•    In pairs or individually, 

•   the composition of air,
•   the percentage of each 

•   consider what else might 

•    In groups, learners 

•    In groups, learners 

•    Listen to 

learners’ 

•
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•    Individuals or pairs 

•    In groups, learners 

•    Observe and listen 

•    Listen to discussion 

•    Evaluate quality of 
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•   

•   

•

•   ’
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TOPIC 5:  ROCKS AND MINERALS (12 PERIODS) 

 
Competency: 

LEARNING 
OUTCOMES

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGY 

a. 

b. 

• 

• 

• 

learner’s

• Gauge learners’
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c. 

• 

• 

• Listen to learners’ 

• 

ICT Support 

• 

• 
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TOPIC 6:  Acids bases and salts (16 periods) 

 

Competency:

LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGY 

materials’ 

 

•    In groups, learners 

•    In groups, learners drop 

•    Observe learners 

•    Listen to group 

•    Discuss with 
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 •    In groups, learners use 

•    Individually, learners 

•

•    Evaluate learning 

•    Listen to group 

•    Observe groups 
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•    In groups, learners 

•   Where there is no 

•    In gr

•    Individuals research the 

•    In groups, learners 

•    Listen to the 

•    Evaluate quality of 
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•    In groups, learners 

•    Individually, learners 
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•    Groups use prior 

•    Groups plan an 
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TERM 3 
TOPIC 7: THE PERIODIC TABLE :12 Periods 
Competency: 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGY 

•    In groups, learners 

•

•   to arrange elements 

•    Individuals carry 

•    Observe group 
 

learner’s ability to 

•    Gauge learners’ ability

•    Listen to learners’ 



118

THE NATIONAL SECONDARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

 •    In pairs, learners 

•   the work of 

•   the meanings of the 

•   the relationship 

•    In groups, learners 

Earth’s crust, listed 

• 

. 
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•   oxygen
•   silicon
•   aluminum
•   iron
•   calcium
•   sodium
•   magnesium

  

TOPIC 8: CARBON IN THE ENVIRONMENT (30 PERIODS) 

Competency: 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES 

ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGY 

•    In groups, learners draw 

ffi

•    Individually, learners use 

•    Listen to learners’ 

•    Observe learners 
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ffi

•    In groups, learners discuss 

of the terms ‘renewable’ and 
‘non renewable’ as applied 

world’s coal, oil and natural 

•    Individually, learners 

‘sustainability’ and write a 

•

•    Individuals research the 

•    Evaluate quality of 

•    Listen to group 
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•    Groups draw on prior 

•    In pairs

•    In pairs, learners research 

•    In groups, learners 

‘hardness’.
 

TOPIC 9: REACTIVITY SERIES (12 Periods) 
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LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
SAMPLE 
ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGY 

•    Groups design and carry out an 

measure and record the level of ‘reactivity’ 

•    Individually, learners research how the 

•    In small groups, learners use a charcoal 

• 

•   whether their 

•   the recording 

•   

•    Listen to 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

•    Groups examine a collection of objects

•    Observe and listen 

•   whether their investigation is valid and 

•

•   understanding of how reactivity is 

•    Listen to learners’ conversations about 

•    Evaluate quality of learning through 

learners’ 

•    Evaluat
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

 

 

AGRICULTURE 
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ABRIDGED SYLLABUS FOR AGRICULTURE 

SENIOR TWO 
 
 
RATIONALE OF THE AGRICULTURE SELECTED CONTENT FOR TEACHING 

introduces young people to basic scientific procedures of 
growing crops and rearing animals. It shows them how to apply these 
integrated science lessons into daily life

tomorrow’s scientists, nutritionists, processors, teachers and so much more. 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

 

SN CRITICAL 
CHANGES 

JUSTIFICATION 

 
 

 

TERM ONE 

TOPIC 1: SOILSCIENCE 

Competency:  

LEARNING SUGGESTED LEARNING SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
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OUTCOMES ACTIVITIES STRATEGY

The learner 
should be able to 

 

 

 

In groups or pairs, learners’ 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

 

 

 

 

manure for use in a farmer’s 
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TERM TWO 

 
SELECT ONE TOPIC IN CROP PRODUCTION  

TOPIC 2.1A VEGETABLE GROWING  
 
COMPETENCY

 
LEARNING OUTCOME:  SUGGESTED LEARNING 

ACTIVITIES 
SAMPLE 
ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGIES 

 The learners should be 
able to 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listen to learners’ 
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the group’s conclusions .

 

 
 

TOPIC 2.1B GROWING CEREAL DURATION: 12 PERIODS 
 
COMPETENCY

LEARNING OUTCOME SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES

SAMPLE 
ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGIES
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

 The learners should be 
able to 
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• 

• 

 

. 

• 

• 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

 

 

the group’s 

 

• 

• 

 

 

TOPIC 2. 1C GROWING ROOT AND STEM TUBERS     
 
COMPETENCY



136

THE NATIONAL SECONDARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

LEARNING 
OUTCOME 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING ACTIVITIES

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGIES

The learners should:
 

 

 

 

Listen to learners’ 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

 

 

 

 

.
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TOPIC 2.1 D GROWING LEGUMES AND OIL SEEDS 
DURATION: 24 PERIODS 

COMPETENCY

LEARNING 
OUTCOME 

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGIES

The learners 
should:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

learners’ discussions, 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

 

 

 

 
Present the group’s 

. 
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NB

TOPIC 2.1E BEVERAGE PRODUCTION (You choose one 
topic of either coffee, tea or cocoa) 
 
COMPETENCY

LEARNING OUTCOME SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGIES

The learners should:
 

Observe learners’ 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

 

 

 

 

Listen to learners’ 
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.

 
 
 

TOPIC 2. 1 F FRUIT CROP PRODUCTION  
 
COMPETENCY
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

LEARNING OUTCOME SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGIES

The learners should:
 

 

 

 

 

 

Observe learners’ 

Listen to learners’ 
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 group’s conclusions 

learners’ application of 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

 

.

TOPIC 2.1G AGRO FORESTRY / WATERSHED / 
PERMACULTURE PRODUCTION  
 
COMPETENCY

LEARNING OUTCOME SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES

SAMPLE 
ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGIES

The learners should:

 

Observe learners’ 
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learners’ 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2
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149

THE NATIONAL SECONDARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

TERM THREE 
 
SELECT ONE TOPIC IN ANIMAL PRODUCTION 

TOPIC 3. 1a POULTRY REARING  

LEARNING OUTCOME SUGGESTED 
LEARNING ACTIVITIES

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGIES

The learners should:
 

 

 

 

 

 

ve learners’ 

.
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Marek’s disease, 

Listen to learners’ 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

TOPIC 3.1b. FISH AND AQUAPONICS FARMING  
 
LEARNING 
OUTCOME 

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGIES 

The learners 
should:

 

 

 

 

Observe learners’ 

.

Listen to learners’ 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

TOPIC 3.1c. RABBIT REARING  
 

LEARNING 
OUTCOME 

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGIES 

The learners 
should:

 

 

 

 

 

individual’s record. 

Observe learners’ 

Listen to learners’ 
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‘Do’s and
on’ts’ of 

 

 

‘Do’s and Don’ts’ for 

 

value; rabbit houses; “Do 
and don’t lists” ; learning 

 

 

TOPIC 3. 1d. GOAT REARING 
 

LEARNING 
OUTCOME 

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGIES 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
SENIOR   2

The learners 
should:

 

 

 

 

Observe learners’ 

Listen to learners’ 
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