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Introduction:  

of 
enhancing the development of literacy, numeracy and life skills

Table 1.1 Abridged curriculum content  

Theme  What has been 
merged   

What has been left 
out 

JUSTIFICATION 

Term 1 

Theme 1: Our 
Home and 
community 

–
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Theme 2: Name 
and location of 
my sub-county/ 
division 

 

Theme 3: 
Livelihood in our 
sub-county   

Theme 4: 
Environment 

 

Theme 5: 
Weather 

 

Term 2 

Theme 6: Living 
things 
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Theme 7 Common 
plants: 

  

Theme 8: 
Managing 
resources 

 

Theme 9: Keeping 
Peace 

 

Term 3 

Theme 10: 
Culture and 
gender 
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Theme 11: Health  

  

Theme 12: Basic 
Technology 

 

Theme 13: Energy 
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Methodology 

Integration:

Multi-sensory instruction:

Collaborative learning:

ch other to learn better. They can use ‘their’ language which is 
simpler than the teacher’s. They can collectively find a solution to challenging 
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Problem solving:

Scaffolding:

Project work:

Individualized instruction:

 

Time allocation  

 literacy, 
numeracy and life skills
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Table 1.2 Time Allocation 

Strand  Curriculum number of 
periods a week  

Suggested no. of 
periods a week  

Total no. periods   40 40 
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Theme 1: Our home and community 
Learning outcome

 Sub-theme/ content Mathematics 
competences  

Literacy 
competences  

English  

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

you’re……

This is my…….

She/he is my …..

……..

….

How many….. 
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• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

braille’s

I have ……

Our 
community(Village/c
ell)  

-People in our 
community 

The learner: The learner: 

- 

- 
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Places 

Activities  

- 

- 

- 

- 

Show me a/the….

This/that is….

Where is the ….?

The …

…between 

…
the…

Our parish 

Things in our parish 

The learner: 

 

 

Vocabulary  

Structures  
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Activities 

Plants in the parish 

Dangers of things in 
our parish  

 

 

 Writes/braille’

Those are …?

How many …?

I/we can see….?

Theme 2: Our sub-county / Division  
Learning outcome
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 Sub-theme/ 
content 

Mathematics 
competences 

Literacy 
competences 

English 

 Name and 
location of sub-
county/division 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 braille’s

 

 

 

 

 
 Where is the …? 
It is … 
 The … is …. near 

the…
 Is the … near / 
in/ on the …? 
 

 

 he sun … 

… (East/West)
 
the …? 
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The … is in the 

 Turn … 

 
the …,

Physical features 
of our sub-
county/division • 

• 

• 

• 

 

 

 

 

 

• braille’s

 

 

 
 

 
 Where is the … 

 The …

the … East/ 

 Is the … near/ 

 The … is along/ 

… 
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across the …
 
… fish/water

 We get … fish/ 

… 
People in our 
sub-
county/division 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Structures  

What does a … 

policeman/ … 

He/she … 

Where is the … 
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He/ She is …

Theme 3: Livelihood in our sub-county  
Learning outcome

 Sub-theme/ 
content 

Mathematics 
competences  

Literacy 
competences  

English  

1. Roles of 
different 
people in the 
community  

–

–

• 

• 

• 

Vocabulary related 
to people:  

 

  

Prepositions

 

Structures: 

Show me the… 
This/that is the…

Where is the ….? The 
… is near/in/ on…

What does a… do? 
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• 

A…. makes…

 

Occupations of 
people in our 
sub-
county/division 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vocabulary  

 

Structures 

Who can … (weave)?

but I /we cannot …. 

… 

A /The …(carpenter) 
… makes the …

Who sells …? A … 
sells …
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Social services 
and their 
importance:

-social services 

-importance 

Challenges of 
social services  

–

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vocabulary  

Structures 

who  

 
you’re… (

 … (father/ 

 Why do… (I/ you/ 
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)… go to 
… 

…

Theme 4: Environment in our sub—county/division 
Learning outcome

 
Sub-theme/ content 

Mathematics 
competences  

Literacy 
competences  

English  
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What do you use … 

(I/ we/they) use…to 

is … 

It is… (

…?



21

THE NATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
PRIMARY 3

+ … = 8

… + 30 = 80

… (

When did… (she/he 
/they/we/you) …  

… (

because…

Changes in the 
environment 
through human 
activities 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vocabulary  

Structures  

I/we shall … 

/cover) the … (goats/ 
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Possible ways of 
managing 
changes 

Will you … (graze the 

Yes, I /we shall … 

… 

She /He will … 

… (plastic/bush) on 

Don’t … 
throw/cut/burn… 

in the … 
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Theme 5: Environment and Weather in our sub-county 
Learning outcome: 

. 

 Sub-theme/ 
content 

Mathematics 
competences 

Literacy 
competences 

English 

…?

/ Ali) … 
the… 

… 
… 

… (sun/wind/rain) 
… 

…
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The sun  

Importance 
of the sun 

dangers of 
the sun  

experiment 
e.g. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

• … 

… 

… (
… 

is …(cold/raining)

… (Monica/Ali) … 
… 
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…(inside/under/outside
the …(home/tree/house) 

…(hot/cold/raini

Managing 
water 

 

Rain  

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vocabulary 

Structures 

… 
… 

… (
…Saturday.

Did… (Mary/Musa) clean 

ho washed the … 
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 Types of 
clouds 

• 

… … 
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Theme 6 Living things in our sub-county/division
Learning outcome

 Sub-theme/ 
content 

Mathematics 
competences  

Literacy 
competences  

English  

 

 

 

 
–

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vocabulary related to 
animal young ones 

Past tense

Structures 

Where was the … (bird/ 

…(bird/dog/monkey) 

the…(forest/nest/kennel)

It was in the… (nest/ 

Was the… (
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monkey/ bird) in the … 

Did the… (
) … 

birds  

Insects 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vocabulary 

Structures 

These/those are… (

Are these/those … 

… 
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It is … a’s /Gloria’s) 
… (pigeon/hen/turkey).

Is this … (Fatima’s/ 
Mary’s) … 

No, it is not. It is Peter’s.

Whose … (hens/ ducks/ 

Namusisi’s/Juliet’s

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vocabulary related to 
care for animals: 

 

Structures: 

What does a … eat? A … 
eats…

… 

….. washes/cleans the …

Where does a … live?
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• A… lives in a … 

 
Theme 7: Common plants 
Learning outcome: 

 

 Sub-theme/ 
content 

Mathematics 
competences 

Literacy 
competences 

English 

 

 

Uses of 
different 
parts  

… (Sarah/ Tom) has … 

as … (flowers 

… (flowers /seeds / 
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Who’s … (flowers 

They are … (Sarah’s 
/Musa’s)

Are they… (Sarah’s

are…(Musa’s)

Conditions 
for plant 
growth  • 

• 

 
• 

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vocabulary  

Structures

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
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• 

• 

• –
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vocabulary  

Structures 

ploughed……

 

 

 

 

 

 



33

THE NATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
PRIMARY 3

Theme 8:  Managing resources 
Learning outcome:

No, I/we don’t 

I have…. 

they keep…?

….

….?
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…..

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• Structures 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I am/we are….

want/ wants….

Conservation 
of resources 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

3, 6, 9, 12, …, 18

, …, 10

• 

• 
Structures 

I they are….?

Are you/they….?

Yes, I am /they are….
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Theme 9:  Keeping peace in our sub-county /division
Learning outcome

 Sub-theme/ 
content 

Mathematics 
competences 

Literacy 
competences 

English 

… 

uld never… 

your…(friend)

like/ don’t like… 

… (Musa/Mary… 
Likes/doesn’t



37

THE NATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
PRIMARY 3

… (singing/sharing/ 

… (He /she/I) … 
(like/ don’t like/ 
doesn’t like) 

children’s rights 

… (I /we)…

What does … 



38

THE NATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

parents’ efforts 

children’s 

one’s rights 

…. (
teacher) … (

What is … (your/ 
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stay, home, “a”, 
“an”, “the”

Does … (Mary/ 
Juma) … (clean/ 

What does … (he/ 
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… ( / she/ they) … 
… 

Does/do… (
they/ you/ we) … 
(share/eat) (an/a) … 

Never … (fight/ 

… (clean the h
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Theme 10:  Culture and gender 
Learning outcome:

 
Sub-theme/ 

content 
Mathematics 
competences 

Literacy 
competences 

English 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vocabulary  

Structures 

……

…?



42

THE NATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

Gender   

 
 
 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vocabulary  

Structures 

from ….? 

…because…

Ways of 
promoting and 
preserving 
culture  

Different 
activities:

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

• 

Vocabulary  

Structures 

can play a …… 
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Dangers in 
some cultural 
practices  

• 

• 

danced)…during? 

 
Theme 11:  Health in our sub-county
Learning outcome

 
Sub-theme/ 

content 
Mathematics 
competences 

Literacy 
competences 

English 

I/we can see a… 
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–
Show me a… 

Those/these are … 

Are these/those… 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
Structures 
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Preventing 
and 
controlling 
vectors 

• 

I/we/they… (

the… (

Who … (cleans/ 

cuts/ closes) the… 

He/she… (

cuts/ closes) the… 
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Ạ

Control 
measures 

COVID 19 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Structures 

to… (
shave/ cut/ take) … 

Always… (

…but… 

Care for AIDS 
patients but always 
wear gloves. 
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Ways of 
preventing 
COVID 19 
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Theme 12:  Basic technology in our sub-county/division   
Learning outcome:

 
Sub-theme/ 

content 
Mathematics 
competences 

Literacy 
competences 

English 

Concept of 
technology - 
Things we 
make in our 
sub-county  

 
 
 
 
 

Artificial 
materials  

 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vocabulary  

Structures 

……..

The… is on/in the 
… 

How many … are 
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Things we 
make from 
natural 
materials and 
their uses  

 

Different 
sources of 
materials we 
use  

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vocabulary  

Structures 

…

I/we shall use … 

Will you use… to 
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Things we 
make from 
artificial 
materials and 
their uses

• 

• 
• 

• 

The learner: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vocabulary  

Structures 

make a …. 

a … 

Will you make … 

 

Theme 13:  Energy in our sub-county  
Learning outcome:

 
Sub-theme/ 

content 
Mathematics 
competences 

Literacy competences English 

Sources of 
energy  

Natural 
sources 

 

  

 

 

Vocabulary  
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electricity  

 

 

 

….(buying) 

I/We ….. a…

…?

 

Ways of 
saving 
energy  • 

• 

• 

• 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary  

Structures 

the…

bought ….. 
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Dangers of 
energy   

Ways of 
avoiding 
dangers  

• 

• 

The learner:  
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LITERACY
PRIMARY 3

 

LITERACY 
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Introduction:  

enable you support learner’s needs in development of literacy skills. In 

–
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LITERACY
PRIMARY 3

 1 
Theme 1: Our home and community
Overview:  

Competences  Content Suggested teaching/learning 
activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 
community(Village/cel
l) 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Our parish
• 

 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 
• 
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LITERACY
PRIMARY 3

Theme 2: Our sub-county / Division 
Overview: This theme builds on the learner’s prior knowledge of locating 

Competences Content Suggested teaching/learning activities 
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Guidance on assessment  

 
 
 
 
 

(vi)  
 

Theme 3:  Livelihood in our sub-county / division 
Overview

”
”
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PRIMARY 3

Competences Content Suggested teaching/learning activities 

 

1. People  

2. Occupation 

3. Social 
services 
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Challenges to 
social services 
and their 
solutions  

 

Guidance on assessment  

 
 
 

  
 

Theme 4: Environment in Our Sub-county/Division 
Overview: The theme rotates on the learner’s physical environment and how 

“
”

 

Competences Content Suggested teaching/learning activities 

–
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LITERACY
PRIMARY 3

 

bush burning, overgrazing, 
charcoal burning 
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Theme 5: Environment and weather in our Sub-county/ 
division 
Overview: ’s “ ”

 

Competences Content 
Suggested teaching/learning 

activities 

Elements of weather 

Types of weather  

Air 

Wind   

 

The sun   

Managing water 
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Rain 

Clouds 

Guidance on assessment  
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Theme 6:  Living things
Overview: 

 “ ”. 

 

Competences Content Suggested teaching/learning activities 

 1.Common 
animals

2 .Common 
birds and 
insects  

3.Common 
plants 
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LITERACY
PRIMARY 3

 

 
 
 
 

Theme 7: Common plants 
Overview: 

Competences Content Suggested teaching/learning activities 
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Guidance on assessment  

 
 ’
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LITERACY
PRIMARY 3

Theme 8: Managing resources
Overview:  

Competences Content Suggested teaching/learning activities 

 

1.Saving 
resources  

2.Spending 
resources  

3. 
Conservation 
of resources 
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Guidance on assessment  

 
 
 
 

Theme 9: Keeping peace in our sub-county /Division 
Overview: 

. You are encouraged to use the learner’s 
  

Competences Content Suggested teaching/learning activities 

children’s 

learner’s
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LITERACY
PRIMARY 3

 

 

Guidance on assessment  

 
 
 

(iv)  
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Theme 10: Culture and gender  
Overview: theme introduces common cultural practices in the learner’s 

“ ”

Competences Content Suggested teaching/learning activities 

. Customs in 
our sub-
county

2. Gender  
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LITERACY
PRIMARY 3

  

Guidance on assessment  

 
 

 
 

Theme 11 Health in our Sub-county/Division 
Overview

The theme builds on the learner’s prior knowledge on keeping healthy handled 
in p P1 and P2. Use all the available resources to teach basic literacy concepts. 

Expected Learning Outcome:  

Competences Content Suggested teaching/learning activities 
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Diseases 
spread by 
vectors 

 

COVID 19 
and 
HIV/ẠIDS 

 Guidance on assessment  
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LITERACY
PRIMARY 3

Theme 12 Basic Technology in our sub-county/Division 
Overview: 

Competences Content Suggested teaching/learning activities 

- 
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Guidance on assessment  

 
 
 
 

Theme 13 Energy in our Sub-county/Division  
Overview: 

 
.

Competences Content Suggested teaching/learning activities 

 1. Sources 
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LITERACY
PRIMARY 3

 

 

of 
energy 

2. 

 
 

3. Ways of 
saving 
energy 

3. Dangers 
of energy 
and how to 
avoid them 

–
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 Guidance on assessment  
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ENGLISH
PRIMARY 3

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH  
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GGUUIIDDAANNCCEE  TTOO  EENNGGLLIISSHH  LLAANNGGUUAAGGEE  IINNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONN 

Theme 1: Our home and community 
raise learners’ awareness about

Competences Content 
Suggested 

teaching/learning 
activities 

Vocabulary 

Structures 

you’re…. 

This is my …… 

She/he my ……

They are my/our/their ……

How many …. Have you got?

I have ……… 

Vocabulary 
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ENGLISH
PRIMARY 3

Structure 

a/the….. 

Where is the … 

Vocabulary  

Structures 

This/that is….

…

se/those are…. 

How many …

see……
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Guidance on assessment  

 
 
 

Theme 2: Our sub-county/Division
Overview: 

Competences Content 
Suggested 

teaching/learning 
activities 

Vocabulary  

Structures 

Where does the sun … (rise/set)?

It … (rises/sets) in the … (East/West).

What direction is the … 

The … (church/mosque) is in the … 

s in the … (East/West).

Vocabulary 
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ENGLISH
PRIMARY 3

Structure 

Where is the … (hill, valley)?

The … (hill, valley) is in the … (east, 

Is the …(hill/valley/river) … (along 
/across/up/down) the … 

The … i
….

Vocabulary 

Structures 

What does a … (policeman/teacher) 

A … (policeman/teacher) … 

I … (teach/preach) every
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Guidance on assessment  

 

 

(iii) correctness of spelling in all learner’s written work. 

Theme 3: Livelihood in our sub-county 
Overview:  

Vocabulary  

• What do you … (grow) in your 

• I / we / they … (grow) e.g. beans / 

• What … (crops) do you have in your 

• I / we / they have … (e.g. beans, peas, 

• pronouncing/signing 

• Singing songs 

• Reading sentences 

• Reading words 

• Writing short stories 

• Writ
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ENGLISH
PRIMARY 3

• I can … (weave) a mat but I cannot … 

•

• My / his / her / our / their brother is a 
… (trader), he is buying and selling 

A carpenter makes …. (e.g. chairs, 

• I / we / they brew … (beer) from 

with “who” e

I / we / they … (plant, dig, weed, 
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She / he … (plants, digs, weeds, 

I / we / they go to … (school, hospital, 

… (food, salt, sugar, paraffin, 

I / we / they buy … (food, salt, 
paraffin, soap) from the … (market, 

Who buys … (salt, soap, sugar, 

I / we / they / buy … (paraffin, salt, 

Vocabulary 

Use of “because” use past tense.
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ENGLISH
PRIMARY 3

• She / He goes to … (school, hospital, 

• What do you / we / they buy 

• 

• to be a … (teacher, 

 

 
 

(iv)  

Theme 4: Our Environment in Our Sub-county/Division
Overview:  

. 

Competences  Content Suggested teaching/learning 
activities 

VOCABULARY 
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STRUCTURES 

• What is clay/sand used for? 

• (I / we / they) use 

• There are many 

• is … (clay/ sand/ 

• It is … 

Vocabulary  

Opposites

Structures  

… 

Why did (she/he) ….cry?

… 
she/he) was … (wet/cold). 

-

-
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ENGLISH
PRIMARY 3

Guidance on assessment  

 

 

  
 

Theme 4: Environment and Weather in Our Sub-
county/Division
Overview: 

 

Competences Content 
Suggested teaching/learning 

activities 

Structures

What does … 

i)… 
… 

-

-



88

THE NATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

She/he …
… every

We/they … (wash/clean) the 

(She/he) cried because … 
(she/he) was … (wet/cold).

Vocabulary  

 

–

When did … (Mary/Musa) 
clean the …. (

… cleaned the 
… 

We/they … (wash/clean) the 

 
Guidance on assessment  
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ENGLISH
PRIMARY 3

 In 
 
 

Theme 6: Living things: Animals in our sub-
county/Division
Overview: 

 

Competences Content 
Suggested teaching/learning 

activities 

 

Vocabulary 

Birds
 

Insects

Plants

Past tense:

-

-
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Structures 

-Where was the … the 

The … (bird, monkey, 
dog) was in the …(nest, 

Did the … (bird, dog, 
monkey) … (fly, run) 

A/an …. (

it (Jane’s/Hadija’s/ 
Juma’s)…. (

 
Guidance on assessment  

• 
• 
• 

• 
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ENGLISH
PRIMARY 3

Theme 7: Plants in our sub-county
Overview:  

Competences  Content 
Suggested teaching/learning 
activities 

Vocabulary 

Structure 
Sarah/Tom has …………

Whose…. 
They are…. Sarah’s/Musa’s… 

Vocabulary 

Structures 

This / that is a …….. 

These/those are……..
Are these/those ………?

Vocabulary 
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Structures 

Guidance on assessment  

 
 
 
 
 

Theme 8:  Managing Resources
Overview:   

Competences Content 
Suggested 
teaching/learnin
g activities 
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ENGLISH
PRIMARY 3

Structures  

-

No, (I /We) don’t. 

Where … do/does… 
(he/she/they/we) … keep money?

they/we)… keep 
(money/charcoal/firewood) in the … 

Guidance on assessment  
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Theme 9:  Keeping peace in our Sub-county/Division 
Overview:  

Competences  Content 
Suggested teaching/learning 
activities 

Guidance on assessment  
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ENGLISH
PRIMARY 3

 

 

 
 

Theme:  10 Culture and gender in Our Sub-county/ 
Division 
Overview: 

Competences  Content 
Suggested teaching/learning 
activities 

Vocabulary 

Structures 

Simple past tense 

What did … (Mary

…….. … 
/)… 
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… 
) … 

Who … 

… (food/clothes/cow)?

Mother/Father… 

… (food/clothes/cow).

 
Guidance on assessment  

 

 
 

 
v)  

Theme 11:  Health in our sub-county
Overview:  

Competences  Content 
Suggested teaching/learning 
activities 

Vocabulary  
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ENGLISH
PRIMARY 3

Ạ

Structures 

I/we … can see a … 

show me a … (rat/bed

That/This is a … 

use of always

… wash your hands after

… cover 
… spray mosquitoes.
… shut windows 
… wear a mask.

 
Guidance on assessment 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

 

Theme12: Basic technology in our sub-county
Overview: 

  

Competences  Content 
Suggested teaching/learning 
activities 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary  

Structures  

The ….. is on/in/the 
……?

How many ….. 

There are …….. 

Vocabulary  
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ENGLISH
PRIMARY 3

Structures 

make…?

we shall use …….

Will you use …. to 
………...?

Vocabulary 

Structures  

… ( …

… 

l you make a ……?

 

Guidance on assessment  



100

THE NATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

 
 

 

 

 

 

Theme: 13 Energy in our sub-county/Division 
Overview: 

 

Competences  Content Suggested 
teaching/learning 
activities 

Vocabulary 

Structure 

Use of: some and any 

Present continuous tense.

what are you … 
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ENGLISH
PRIMARY 3

I/we … am/are … 
buying/selling/carrying … 

Revision of the past simple tense 

May/Sarah/David … (switched 
off/on, blew off the … (light/candle). 

She/he/they … (switched on/off, 
blew off) … the candle.

Vocabulary 

Structures  

What are you…

I/we …… am/are buying……

May I/we have some ……?

Who bought the…. 

…

Vocabulary  
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Structures  

Guidance on assessment  
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MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

MATHEMATICS  
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P3 Abridged Curriculum Guidance to Mathematics Instruction 

INTRODUCTION  

Theme 1: Our home and community 
Introduction

 

Competences Content Suggested Teaching/learning activities 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

 

• 

• 

 
 

 

• 

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 
• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

 

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

 
 

Guidance on assessment  

 Assess learner’s ability to count up to 100 using various counters 
 

 

 

 Assess learners’ ability to match number names with number symbols.

Theme 2: Our sub-county / Division 
Introduction: ’s prior knowledge of locating 



107

THE NATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

Competences  Content Suggested teaching/learning activities 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
–

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

The learner: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

Guidance on assessment  

 learner’s ability to demonstrate subtracting vertically two 3 
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MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

Theme 3:  Livelihood in our sub-county / division  
Introduction

county /division. It is built on the P2 theme “Important 
people and places in our community”. 

Competences  Content 
Suggested teaching/learning 
activities 

• 
• 

• 

• 

 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

 
 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

• 

Guidance on assessment Assess correct grouping up to 1000. 

 
 
 
 

Theme 4: Environment in Our Sub-county/Division  
Introduction: The theme rotates on the learner’s physical environment and 

  
Our environment 

 

Competences  Content 
Suggested 
teaching/learning activities 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

… = 8     … + 30 = 

• 

• 

• 

• 

… = 8                             
… + 30 = 80

• 

• 

• 

• 

addition e.g. 3 + … = 8                           
 … + 30 = 80

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

• 

Guidance on assessment  

 

 
 
 

 

Theme 5: Environment and Weather
Introduction: 

Competences  Content 
Suggested teaching/learning 
activities 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
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MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Guidance on assessment  
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Theme 6:  Living things
Introduction: 

 

Competences  Content 
Suggested teaching/learning 
activities 

The learner: 

• 

• 

• 

• 
–

•  

• 

• 

• 
–

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
–

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Guidance on assessment  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Theme 7: Common plants in Our Sub-county/Division  
Introduction: 

 

Competences  Content 
Suggested 
teaching/learning activities 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

• • 

• 
• 

 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 
• 

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• –
• 

• 

• 

• 

• –
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

 

Guidance on assessment  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Theme 8: Managing resources 
Introduction:  
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MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

Competences  Content Suggested teaching/learning 
activities 

The learner: 

• 

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The learner: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

• 
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MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The learner: 

• 

• 

 
 

• 

• 

• 

 
 

• 

 3, 6, 9, 12, …, 18

• 

• 

• 

• 
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 3, 6, 9, 12, …, 18
 50, 40, 30, …, 10

• 50, 40, 30, …, 10

 

Guidance on assessment  

 Assess the learner’s ability to multiply 3

 
 

 
 

 

Theme 9: Keeping peace in our sub-county /Division  
Introduction: 

You are encouraged to use the learner’s 
  

Competences  Content 
Suggested teaching/learning 
activities 

The learner: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 
• • • 



126

THE NATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Guidance on assessment 

 Assess the learner’s ability to count numbers 7000
 
 learner’s ability to identify money (Ugandan currency) up to 1000.
 
 
 Assess the learner’s ability to tell time in hours and half hours.
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MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

Theme 10: Culture and Gender 
Introduction:  

Competences  Content 
Suggested 
teaching/learning activities 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 
• 

• 

• 

• 

The learner: • • 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The learner: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Guidance on assessment  

 Assess the learner’s ability to multiply 3
 Assess learners’ ability to divide numbers by 5, 6 and 7
 Assess learner’s ability to solve word problems. 
 Assess learner’s ability to draw picture graphs 
 Assess learner’s ability to interpret bar graphs.
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MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

Theme 11: Health in our Sub-county/Division 
Teacher’s Guidance   
Introduction: This theme builds on the learner’s prior knowledge of 

Competences  Content Teaching/learning activities 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

The learner:  

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

 
 

• 

• 

Extra Guidance to assessment  

• Assess learner’s ability to accurately multiply a 3

• Assess learner’s ability to tell time in hours and half hours correctly. 
• 

• 
• Assess learner’s ability to accurately divide 

• Assess learner’s ability to accurately solve word problems using division
• 

 

Theme 12:  Basic Technology 
Introduction: The theme builds on the learner’s prior knowledge of the things 

 

Competences  Content 
Suggested teaching/learning 
activities 

• 

• • 
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• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

 Guidance on Assessment  
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Theme 13: Energy in our sub—county /division  

Introduction: This theme builds on the learner’s prior knowledge of 

Competences  Content Teaching/learning activities 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 
 
 

 

• 

• • 

• 
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MATHEMATICS
PRIMARY 3

• 

• 

• 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Extra Guidance to assessment  

• Assess learner’s ability to add two 4digit numbers without and with carrying 
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• Assess learner’s ability to subtract two 4digit 

• Assess learner’s ability to multiply to a 4 digit number by 1

• Assess learner’s ability to accurately divide a 4 digit number by 1

• 
• 
• 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
PRIMARY 3

CHRISTIAN 
RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 
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CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION EBRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR 
PRIMARY THREE. 

THEME: CHRISTIANS GROW IN JESUS
General background 

 

“My home and Community”, 
“Community of Believers in Christ” and 
“Creation” were got from primary two 

Topic one “Traditions” of primary three 

These two topics “treating others fairly”, 
“Forgiveness and Acceptance” were 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
PRIMARY 3

Topic: 1: My home and community
Introduction  

 

Competences Content Suggested Activities 

- 

 

- Family members. 
- 

- 

- Respect for others. 
- 

- 
- 

. 
- Church as a family. 
- 

 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

 

Assessment guidelines:  
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- 
- 
- 

- 

Topic: 2: Community of believers in Christ.
Introduction  

       

 Competences Content 
Suggested 
Activities. 

 

stories of god’s word in 

 

 

- The word of God. 
- 

God’s word (Bible) in 

- 

- 
- Prayer. 
- 
- 

- 
- 

-  

- 

- 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
PRIMARY 3

- 

 
Assessment guidelines: 

- 
- 
- 
- 

Topic: 3, Creation. 
Introduction  

Competences  Content Suggested Activities. 

importance of god’s 

- stages of creation: 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Caring for our environment. 

- 

How the environment can 
be utilized wisely 

- 

 

 - 

-  

 

 

Assessment guide lines: 

- 
- 
- 

Topic : 4 Traditions
 Introduction  

different peoples’ traditions.
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
PRIMARY 3

Competences Content Suggested Activities. 

- 

- 

- 
people’s 

- 
other people’s 

- 

- 

 

- Traditional 
- 

- 

-17. 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 

- 

- 

- 

- 
people’s customs 

- 
peoples’ 

- 

- 

- 
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Assessment guidelines : 

- 
- 

–

Topic; 5 Leadership 
 Introduction  

Competences Content Suggested Activities. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
- 

 
 

- 
- 

- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 

- 

- 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
PRIMARY 3

 

- 

 

- 

 

Assessment guidelines: 

- 
- 
- 

Competences content Suggested Activities. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
- 

purpose of Jesus’ 

- 

- 

- Events of Jesus’ 

- 

- 
story of Jesus’ 

- 
events of Jesus’ 

- 

- 
Lord’s Supper 

- 
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Jesus’s death 

 

- 

- 
- 

- 

 
 

- 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
PRIMARY 3

Topic: 1: Jesus gives us the Holy Spirit.
Introduction  

This topic talks about the doctrine of the Holy Spirit  as “a promised  helper” 
by  Jesus Christ the saviour, it describes the concept   “ who the Holy Spirit” is, 

Competences Content Suggested Activities. 

- 
Jesus’s promise 

- 

- 

- 

- Jesus’ promise of 
the Holy Spirit

- 

- 

- The work of the 
Holy Spirit to the 
early

- Gifts of the Holy

-  

- 

- 

- 

- 
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 - 

- 

 

Assessment guidelines: 

- Talk about Jesus’ promise of the Holy 
- 
- 

Topic: 2, The teaching of Jesus.
 Introduction  

his disciples. Therefore it helps the learner to apply the value of Jesus’ 

Competence Content Suggested Activities. 

- 

- 

- Values that Jesus 
taught e.g.,  

- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

- 

- 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
PRIMARY 3

- 

- 

jesus’s teaching 

- 
lord’s 

 

- Personal abilities 
from God and 
their

- Jesus’ example of 
prayer and 
teaching

- 

- The Lord’s prayer
- 

 

- 

- 

- 
Lords’ 

- 

 
- 

 

Assessment guidelines: 

- 
- 
- 
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Topic 1: Treating others fairly.
 Introduction  

merged with the first topic “Forgiveness and acceptance” of the same 

x, colour, religion etc., following Jesus’ 

Competences Content Suggested Activities. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- Fair and unfair 
behavior. 

- 

- Sharing 
experiences in 
relation to 
honesty and 
fairness. 

- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

- Traditional ways 
of encouraging 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
PRIMARY 3

- 

 

forgiveness 
(Matthew 18:15-
16, Luke 17:23. 

- Wrong doing 
that required 
forgiveness. 

- 

- 

 15:11-24. 

- 

- 

- 

- 
 

Assessment guidelines: 

- 
- 
- 
- 

 

Topic: 2, Jesus brings joy.
Introduction  

This is the last topic in the curriculum of primary three. It brings out Jesus’ 
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playing Jesus’ birth.

Competences Content Suggested Activities. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

 

- Prophecy and the 
fulfillment. 

- 

- 

- Events related to 
the first the 
prophecy of the 
Old Testament ( 
Luke 3:3-6) 

- Events of the first 
Christmas related 
to the prophecy in 
the Old 
Testament. 

- 
- 

- 

- 

 
- Preparation for 

Christmas. 
- 

- 

- Reading/si
gning of 
the Bible 
verses. 

- Mentioning 
different 
prophets 
who 
prophesied 
about the 
coming of 
Jesus 
Christ. 

- Telling/sig
ning the 
importanc
e of the 
coming of 
Jesus 
Christ. 

- Roleplayin
g the 
preparatio
n for 
Christmas.  



153

THE NATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

ABRIDGED CURRICULUM
PRIMARY 3

- 

Assessment guidelines:  

- 

- 
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I.R.E
PRIMARY 3

 

 

 

 

 

ISLAMIC 
RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 
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- 
 

BRIDGED CURRICULUM OF ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

General background  

There are many instructional strategies used in teaching and learning 
process. The following are suggested; 

Islamic Religious Education Assessment strategy  

In Religious Education, learners’ reflection on what they have learnt is very 

learners have studied and reflecting on one’s own belief in light of what 
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I.R.E
PRIMARY 3

SN CRITICAL CHANGES JUSTIFICATION 

used to identify units in the Qur’an.

nature of the Qur’an and its 

related that’s why they are merged. 

Term 3 and the Qur’an as a unique 
The uniqueness of the Qur’an can be 

Topic: Qur’an text in relation to 
other books’ texts.
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Topic: Nature of the Qur’an
Introduction  

This topic clearly shows the division of the Qur’an into Ayah, Surah and Juzu. 

from the Qur’an after explaining what they mean. The knowledge of this 
develop the skilling opening the Qur’an and finding 

Qur’an as he/ she is teaching in class. Each competence should be taught in 

Competences Content Suggested  Activities 

•• 

•• 
Surat An-

Nasr (110) 

Qur’an 

Ayyah (verse) 

٢   َ لَِلّه الْحَمْدُ 
َ الْعَالمََين رَب 

•• 

Qur’an.
 

•• 
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I.R.E
PRIMARY 3

•• 

 

Surah (Chapter):  

Annas. The Qur’an has 

Juzu (Sections).

 

Surat Al- Falaq text 

•• 

Surat An-
Nasr (110) 
the Qur’an 
 

•• 

Guidance on Assessment 

 
 

 and Juzu from the Qur’an. 
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Topic: Nature of the Qur’an
Introduction  

and handled, who should not read the Qur’an. This helps a learner to guide 

Competences Content Suggested  Activities 

• 

qur’an 
• 

qur’an should be 

• 

read the Qur’an

Keeping the Qur’an holly 

 

How the Qur’an should 
be kept. 

• 

• 

• 

Muslims’ home.
• 

• 
reciting the Qur’an.

• 

of the Qur’an 
 

• 
Qur’an should be kept.

 
 

• 

Qur’an. Through Think 
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I.R.E
PRIMARY 3

• 

Qur’an but on 

People who should not 
read the Qur’an 

• 

• 

• 

reading the Qur’an but 

 

Guidance on Assessment 

i) Listen and assess as the learner talk about the divine nature of the Qur’an.  
ii) Observe and assess as the learner demonstrates how the Qur’an should be 

 
 

read the Qur’an.(at the end of Topic)
Topic: Nature of the Qur’an 

Introduction  
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the Holy Qur’an (Q

Competences Content Suggested  Activities 

• 

• 

• 

Unique nature of the 
Qur’an 

• 

• 

• 

• Importance 
• How Quran has 

remained the 
same.

• 

• 

• 

  

Guidance on Assessment 
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I.R.E
PRIMARY 3

 
 

 Topic: Prophets to whom the books were revealed 
Introduction  

learner reasons why these books were called holly. For example, the Qur’an 

As it is the Holy Qur’an (Q

Competences Content Suggested  Activities 

The learner: 

• 

other books’ texts 

• 

• 

Qur’an

• 
–

• 
–

• 
–

• Qur’an

Holiness 

• 

• 

other books’ texts 

• 

• 

Qur’an
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• 

• 

Guidance on Assessment 

 relation to other books’ 

 
 

 
about holiness of the Qur’an.

   

Topic: Nullifiers of Salat 
Introduction  
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I.R.E
PRIMARY 3

Competences Content Suggested  Activities 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

• Prayers (Salat)

- 

- One’s sin is 

- 

- 

• 

- 

• 

- 

- 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Guidance on Assessment 

 
 
 
 

 Topic: Islamic values

Introduction  

Competences Content Suggested  Activities 

• 

• 

• 

 Swabru (Patience)  

-Tahammul 
(Perseverence)  

• 
 

 
• 

• 
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I.R.E
PRIMARY 3

• 
-Tawakkul (Reliance on 
God) 

Importance of 
persevered 

• 

 

Guidance on Assessment 
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Topic:  Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
Introduction  

Competences Content Suggested  
Activities 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Revelation to Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) 

- 

- Muhammad’s age 

- 

- Muhammad’s age 

- 

- Revelation to 
Prophet 
Muhammad 
(PBUH)

- 
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I.R.E
PRIMARY 3

 

Prophet Muhammad’s 
characters  

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

 

Guidance on Assessment 

 

 
 

 Topic: Arabic Alphabet and Arabic vowels 
Introduction 

asis of reading words in the Qur’an. Therefore, it is important 

to learners in that they are updated to the reading of the Qur’an in Arabic. The 
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Competences Content Suggested  Activities 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

•  
• 

  ؔ  This vowel  

ج   د   ذ   ر  
ث   ح   خ   
 ا   ب   ت   

Rra Ddha Dda Jja
 Kkha Hha

 Ttha Tta Bba
 Aa 

  ؔ  This vowel  

ر    ذ َ  د َ   َ ج 
 َ خ   َ ح  ث َ 
ت َ  ب َ  ا َ 

  ؔ  This vowel  

ج   د   ذ   ر  
ث   ح   خ   
 ا   ب   ت   

Rru Ddhu Ddu Jju
 Kkhu Hhu

 Tthu Ttu Bbu
 Uu 

Surat  Al- Masad 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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I.R.E
PRIMARY 3

Guidance on Assessment 

 

 
 
 
 

 Topic: Importance of divine Books
Introduction  

Competences Content Suggested  Activities 

• 

• 

• 

divine books

Injil. Qur’an

Content of the holly 
books

• 

• 

• 
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Lesson learnt from 
divine books message.

 

Guidance on Assessment 

 Assess as the learner identify the Qur’an/ injil

 

iii) 
 

iv)  

 Topic: Dua after Adhan
Introduction  
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I.R.E
PRIMARY 3

Competences Content Suggested  Activities 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

• 

warrafeeha) wa ib’ath

allathee wa’adtah, 
(Warzukna shafa’thahu 

me’aad.”

Dua in its translation 
form 

“

that you have promised” 

• The meaning of 
Dua 

➢ 

➢ 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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➢ 

➢ 

  

Guidance on Assessment 

 
 
 

 

 Topic: Law
Introduction  

 



175

THE NATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

I.R.E
PRIMARY 3

Competences Content Suggested  Activities 

• 

• 
 

• 

• 

 
• 

 

 

Definition of law 

 

Categories of law 
e.g man- made –
law,\

 

Purpose of laws

- 
- 
- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

• 

• 

• 

in the Qur’an. 
• 
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Guidance on Assessment 
 Assess as the learner give the example of Gods’ law and manmade law.
 Qur’an and identifies a verse against 

 
 

 Topic: Khadijah and the revelation
Introduction  

Competences Content Suggested  Activities 

•• 

•• 
khadijah’s 

•• 

•• Events which occurred 
immediately after the 
revelation 

• 

• 

Khadijah’s reaction 

• 
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I.R.E
PRIMARY 3

•• 

Muhammad’s 

Khadijah’s reaction 

The role of  Naufal 

• 

Muhammad’s sons

Guidance on Assessment 

 

 Assess as the learners give reasons why they admired some Khadijah’s’ 

iii) 
comparison to Prophet Muhammad’s’ wives. 

iv) Observe and assess as the learners tell children’s responsibilities at home. 
 



178

THE NATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ABRIDGED CURRICULUM FOR UGANDA

Topic: Rites of the Qur’an
Introduction  

Qur’an such as being in the state of ablution, seeking refuge from 

recite the Qur’an in a state of impurity. A teacher needs to continuously teach 
s as they prepare to recite the Qur’an. 

Competences Content Suggested  Activities 

•• 

the qur’an.

•• 

the qur’an.

•• 

• Rites 
- 
 

- Rites performed 
before reading the  
Qur’an 
a) 

haraam

wudhu

 
b)   Saying Istiadha 

and Basmallah 
 is “asking for 

protection” 
 “Audhu billahi 

rajiim”
 

• 

• Guiding learners to identify 

reading the  Qur’an.

•

•

•
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I.R.E
PRIMARY 3

“bismillah".

• “Bismillahi 

• 

 
• 

 

Guidance on Assessment 

i) 
 

ii) 

iii) 
   

Topic: Uniqueness of the Qur’an
Introduction  

Qur’an (Q

Competences Content Suggested  Activities 

•• 

- Unique - 

nature of the Qur’an.
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Qur’an.
•• 

Qur’an that makes it 

•• 
Qur’an authentic.

- Uniqueness
Qur’an

- 
- 

- 

- 

- 

Its universality 

- 

- 
- 
- 

- 
Qur’an  

Qur’an that makes it 

Qur’an that make it 
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I.R.E
PRIMARY 3

Guidance on Assessment 

i) 
 

ii) 
 

iii) Authenticity Assess as learners discuss what makes the Qur’an authentic. 
   

Topic: Impurities and Toilet Manners 

Introduction  

Competences Content Suggested  Activities 

•• 

•• 

•• 

- 

- 
- 

•• 

•• 

•• 
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 Conditions for ablution 
 -

 
 
 

Guidance on Assessment 

 

 

 

 Topic: The Dua for Acquisition of Knowledge 
Introduction  

Knowledge is God given gift it must its acquisition needs Allah’s assistance 

 

Competences Content Suggested  Activities 

• 

- 
a) 

• 
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I.R.E
PRIMARY 3

• 

• 

 Importance
-

 

 

• 

• 

Guidance on Assessment 

 

 

 
 

 Topic: The Call
Introduction  

this clear giving an example from the case of the prophets’ call.   
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  Competences Content Suggested  Activities 

• 

• 
muhammad’s

• 
muhammad’s close 

• 

.

for Islam’s success. 

After three-years, he 
openly called t

Abubakar, Ali, 
Khadijah and Zaid bun 
Harith were among the 
first converts

• 

• 
narrate Muhammad’s 

• 

Muhammad’s close 
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I.R.E
PRIMARY 3

 

Guidance on Assessment 

 Assess as the learner gives lessons learnt from Muhammad’s seclusion 

 

 
iv) 
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